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New Members Orientation

Welcome!

Welcome to the Salt & Light Philly Church

Nothing is more important to us than that everyone who engages with our ministry,
whether in-person or virtual, knows that they are welcomed into this space.
Whoever you are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here!

Sessions

I.  Salvation, Bible, Prayer, What We Believe
II. Baptism, Communion, and Ordinances

[II. Stewardship and Gifts Inventory

IV. Introduction Salt & Light Ministry

No Class on 5" Sundays.
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I. Salvation, Bible, Prayer, What We Believe

A. Salvation
Question: What is salvation to you?

Salvation is inseparably related to our understanding of God and the person and work of Christ
and 1s foundational for our understanding of the Christian life, baptism, obedience, ethics,
suffering, and hope. Salvation by grace through faith in Jesus Christ is the main topic in the
New Testament of the Bible. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is the good news of our reconciliation
from eternal death due to sin to eternal life in Christ.

1. Oxford Dictionary - preservation or deliverance from harm, ruin, or loss. Means of escape

2. Theological - deliverance from sin and its consequences, believed by Christians to be
brought about by faith in Christ.

Biblical Foundation:

How is Salvation Obtained? John 3:16-18

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not
condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not
believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.

Romans 6:23 Salvation through Jesus Christ

23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
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Salvation continued...

Ephesians 2:8-9 Can you earn salvation?

8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is the
gift of God— ?not by works, so that no one can boast.

Are you saved? Prayer of Faith Offering

B. Bible

Purpose: Our Chief Authority

The Bible is the account of God’s action in the world, and his purpose with all creation. The
writing of the Bible took place over sixteen centuries and is the work of over forty human
authors.

Psalm 119:105 Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path.

2 Timothy 3:16-17 '® All Scripture is inspired by God and is useful to teach us what is true and
to make us realize what is wrong in our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and teaches us
to do what is right. 7 God uses it to prepare and equip his people to do every good work.

2 Timothy 2:15 Give diligence to present thyself approved unto God, a workman that need not
to be ashamed, handling aright the word of truth.

1. The number of books in the Bible: 66
2. The Bible has two parts: Old Testament and New Testament
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Biblical Quiz
1. Number books of the Bible
2. Name one part of the Bible
3. Name a book in NT
4. Name a book in the OT
C. Prayer

Question: What is prayer to you?

Pray - 1 Thessalonians 5:16-17 ' Rejoice always, 7 pray without ceasing...

Jesus’ Instructions on Prayer - Matthew 5:16-18 When you pray...

A simple definition: A solemn request for help, an expression of thanks, a
conversation addressed to God.

Prayer isn’t a ritual or practice that relies on impressionable postures like closing our eyes
and having stoic faces. While kneeling, sitting, prostrating, and other forms of physical
positioning are popular ways of stationing ourselves to pray, we can actually pray while
walking, driving, or working. God responds to a one-word cry for help in the middle of a
busy afternoon, just like He does to a focused prayer time after reading Scripture in the
morning. Praying doesn’t have to be complicated. God delights in our conversations with
Him.
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Examples - Types of Prayer

1. Supplication
e making requests and petitions

2. Intercession
e outward focus — praying for others.
e Intercessor: one who stands in the gap.

3. Thanksgiving
e giving thanks for something done.

e Thanksgiving is the “language” or communication of the Kingdom of God (see
Ephesians 5:4).

4. Praise
e praising God for Who He is, what He’s done, His promises, His work in your life,
etc.
e contains the idea of thanksgiving and appreciation but also suggests an awe,
admiration, approval, commendation, respect and special recognition ... a bubbling
forth of exaltation that can’t be contained.

5. Fellowship
e enjoying and purposeful spending time with another for purpose of relationship
and intimacy.
e not always “talking” — sometimes just “being together”

ACTS Prayer Model

A
C
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S

Adoration/Acknowledge GOD
Confession

Thanksgiving

Supplication
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D. What We Believe

These are the central elements of our belief:

1. The Priesthood of all Believers
We believe that every believer has the gifts, inspiration, and responsibility to be active in the
ministry of his or her calling. Yes, some have been set apart for ordained ministry, but all
have been called to use their gifts and talents to build His kingdom and share their faith with
others.
2. A Welcoming Spirit
Nothing is more important to us than that everyone who engages with our ministry, whether
in-person or virtual, knows that they are welcomed into this space. Whoever you
are and wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcomed here!
3. Unity in the Body Of Christ
On the day of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit was gifted to
the church, the Bible says “they were all in one place, on
one accord.” The strength of the church is unity even in our
diversity. We all bring our distinct individual expressions of
faith to the very same God for the unifying work of Kingdom
building.
4. The Bible is our Chief Authority
Our first question when faced with a decision is “what does
the Bible say?” The guiding document of our church is the
Bible. Our teaching, preaching, worship, and ministry are
rooted in the word of God. The Bible is the basis for all we
believe.
5. Tithing
We believe that each of us is called to support the local
church with our time, talent, and treasure. The Bible calls
for each of us to give 10% (or tithe) of our resources. This is
a Godly and fair way of giving where the sacrifice of each
person, regardless of amount, is the same.
6. The Trinity
We believe that God’s relationship with humanity has been
in three personalities, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. One
God, three natures. There is God’s creative and sustaining
power (Father), God coming to earth in flesh as a sacrifice
for our sins (Son), and the breath of God that moves in and
among all creation (Holy Spirit).
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II. Sacraments and Ordinances

Sacraments: Baptism and Communion
Ordinances: Weddings, Funerals, and Child Dedications

Christians of various denominations cherish Baptism and the Lord’s Supper in some

form. Some denominations consistently declare that Baptism and the Lord’s Supper are
symbols and are not necessary for salvation. They are nonetheless a significant part of Christian
practice and worship.

Christ left two sacraments for his Church to keep, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper. These
sacraments represent scriptural references regarding matters of repentance and faith.
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Sacrament of Baptism: Baptism symbolizes the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus. Baptism
does not provide salvation, but the process symbolizes that a person through faith in Christ has
passed from death to life; therefore, this person has identified with Christ’s death and resurrection
(Romans 6:3-5; Colossians 2:12). The act of baptism affords the opportunity for a person who is
being baptized to testify publicly that he or she has trusted Jesus as Lord and Savior and
experienced forgiveness of sin.

Scriptural Foundation: Matthew 3:13-17, Matthew 28:19-20, Acts 2:38-39, Romans 6:3-4

Sacrament of Communion: Jesus instituted the Lord’s Supper at his last meal with his
disciples as part of the Jewish Passover (Matthew 26:26-30; Mark 14:22-26; Luke 22:14-20).
Unleavened bread and the fruit of the vine were part of the meal. Jesus indicated that the bread
was symbolic of his body and the fruit of the vine symbolic of his blood. The unleavened bread
symbolizes the purity of Christ, for he was without sin (Hebrews 4:15) and thus his body was an
unblemished sacrifice for our sins. The juice from crushed grapes symbolizes the blood that
Christ shed for us.

Scriptural Foundation: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
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Ordinances

Weddings, Funerals, and Child Dedications

Weddings

Christian marriage vows acknowledges that God is indeed the author and creator of the holy
ordinance of marriage. Ever since the very first marriage of Adam and Eve in the Garden of
Eden, marriage has been something holy and sacred. Genesis 2:24 Therefore a man shall leave
his father and mother and be[a] joined to his wife, and they shall become one flesh.

Funerals

Revelation 14:13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead
who die in the Lord from now on.” ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their
labors, and their works follow them.” The Salt & Light church does not restrict funerals to
members only but will discuss arrangements, policies, and fees with those who are seeking to
use the church for a funeral of a nonmember.

Child Dedications

In reflection of scriptural foundations including Romans 10:9-10, the sacrament of baptism is
representative of one who has confessed and received Jesus as Lord. Therefore, infants and
young children are “Dedicated” to the Lord until such time they have verbally received Jesus as
Lord and consciously deciding to be baptized, then will be eligible to be baptized.

*** If you are interested in planning for any of these events to be held at Salt & Light Church, please contact
the church office for planning information.
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III. Stewardship and Gifts Inventory

Stewardship

Christian Stewardship regards the obligation and responsibility of Christians in managing and
utilizing wisely the gifts that God has given to each believer. It includes the practice of
systematic and proportionate giving of life, time, talent, and treasures based on the conviction
that these are a trust from God to be used in His service for the benefit of all humankind
through the mission and ministry of the church. The Christian steward is not only responsible
for the financial blessings provided by God but also the spiritual gifts that are given through the

Holy Spirit. Biblical Foundation: 1 Corinthians 4:1-2, Psalm 31:14-15a, Psalm 24:1

Gifts Inventory

Biblical Foundation: 1 Corinthians 12:4-7, 12-14, Ephesians 4:11-13

What are your gifts and how do you use them for the Kingdom of God?

(See Spiritual Gifts Discovery Tool packet)
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IV. Introduction Salt & Light Ministry

This class will reflect on the past and future of Salt and Light and its involvement with active
ministry from the past and leading to our current church family. The focus will include our
efforts to motivate new members to become active members in some form of ministry.

Ministry Introduction

This introduction will reflect on the chronological history of the Salt & Light Church to current
day. The Salt and Light Ministry is the representation of combined ministries for over 160
years.

History ~ Two Churches

In Year 1854, the Westminster Presbyterian Church was born and later established the
Greenway School in 1858. The church’s journey would include being the Ninth Presbyterian
Church and would later merge with the Westminster Church to become the New Spirit Church
in 1996.

2005 - the Grace Christian Fellowship Church (GCF) was initially formed as a Bible Study
in the home of Rev. Cean and Kesha James and held its worship services in the parlor of
Harry Palmer Funeral Home at 71st and Woodland Ave. In 2006, GCF purchased its first
home at 6208 Grays Ave. GCF stood on the principles that we are Making Room for
Everyone at the Cross. With a vision of being a Welcoming, Worshiping, Working,
Walking, Willing, Witnessing Fellowship that still is active today.

2012 - GCF launches a satellite location in Mt Airy is still active and worships at 8am
Sunday mornings.

2014 - GCF officially joined with the United Church of Christ (UCC) organization
where Rev C. James serves as Conference Minister of Congregational
Development.

2014 - Wayne Presbyterian assumes responsibility of New Spirit’s church building and
establishes The Common Place which functions as the nonprofit organization of
this building. In partnering with various organizations, the mission of The
Common Place is to serve children and families in shared spaces for a common
good.
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2016 - New Spirit and GCF begin to share ministry together (joint Vacation Bible School
and Resurrection Day )

2018 - Rev. James Holland and Rev. Brooks Lytle begin
praying for discernment to fully explore the possibility
of merging with GCF.

2021 - In the middle of a worldwide pandemic, the New Spirit
Church and the Grace Christian Fellowship Church
merged to become the Salt & Light Church (SNL).

Salt of the Earth and Light of the World. Matthew 5:13-16

13“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no
longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled underfoot.

14“You are the light of the world. A town built on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neither do people light a lamp
and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In

the same way, let your light shine before others, that they may see your good deeds and glorify your
Father in heaven.

In partnership with the Common Place nonprofit organization, the Salt Light Church leadership

includes Reverend Cean James as Senior Pastor, Reverend Chris Holland as Executive Director,

and Reverend Sharell Shippen serves as Director of Missions and Youth/Young Adult Pastor.
*%%%*% Church Ministries *****

e Why is it important to God for believers to be active?

Luke 12:48, Matthew 25:14:30, 1 Peter 4:10

Please see list of SNL ministries using this link: https://snlphilly.com/ministries/
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